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in what is called the Pastoral Age. The
chief occupation of men in each country
was to produce food, and the greater bulk
of the population engaged themselves in
that business. Comparatively few people
pursued handicrafts and indulged in art.
Yet art played a great and an agreeable
part in industries. People liked to make
good things and took pleasure in creating
beauty. The tools of agriculture were more
or less antiquated, and much depended on
traditional knowledge acquired by appren-
ticeship in the fields. Similarly the other
necessities of life were also produced by
hand and with the help of hand tools*

People were not pressed for time and
they did their work leisurely, The indus-
tries were not capitalized, in the modern
sense, and most of the work was done by
individual craftsmen in their homes and
shops on their own initiative.

The craftsmen organised themselves into
guilds, and were completely independent of
capital in the management of their respective
imdustries. Each industry stood by itself,
taking its place in the economic life of the
nation, without that subservience to capital,
to storing, distributing and transporting
which characterize modern life.